Looking for Jesus

The story is told of a young lay missionary carefully picking her way through the killing fields of Rwanda. She met a boy whom she knew to be Catholic. Shortly before he had witnessed his parents, brothers, and sisters being hacked to death by rampaging terrorists. He told her he no longer believed Jesus is God. Though she suspected the reason, she asked why. He replied, "If Jesus is God, he should be able to do the things that God does. God made the trees and the trees make other trees. God made elephants and the elephants make other elephants. Now if Jesus is God, he should be able to make other Jesus's Yet I have never seen another Jesus." 

The Incarnation of the Son of God, the Christmas gift for humankind, continues in the proclamation of the Word and the sacramental life in the Church. Christmas is repeated in every sacred liturgy. God's grace comes to us in many ways, but never as really, truly and substantially as in the liturgy and sacraments, in particular the Eucharist. 

The Trappist Thomas Merton puts the case for a fresh understanding of Christmas this way. "Christ is born to us today so that He may appear to the whole world through us. This one day is the day of His birth, but every day of our mortal lives must be His manifestation." That unhappy boy in Rwanda would heartily agree. So too would that young lay missionary. So would all of us after even brief reflection on this Christmas day. 

The nativity of the Lord, the blessed feast of Christmas, is about the gift of God that none of us can ever repay. It is not only the birth of Christ; perhaps it is more the birthday of all those blessed to be baptized into the saving death and resurrection of our incarnate Lord. 

