Funeral Homily

Wisdom 3 1-9

This reading from the book of wisdom illustrates the human condition where challenges and struggles are normative but also necessary for a greater good; the book of Wisdom tells us “ Chastised a little , they shall be greatly blessed.”  As gold in the furnace he proved them...”  The more the gold is heated in the fiery furnace the purer the gold becomes and the more valuable; the difference between 8 karat gold and 24 karat, 24  . The more one experiences the fires of life's challenges and hardships and rises to the occasions the more God blesses them. And in the conclusion of the reading, it is said that “those who trust in him shall understand truth..” and the Acts; of the Apostles our 2nd reading...

Acts of the Apostles 10: 34-43

That in “truth, God shows no partiality... we all are subject to the fires of purification.  The test is how we respond to the chastising and proving that that determines our faithfulness.  But the acts of the apostles tell us that it is through Jesus Christ that we have a mediator.  Every nation who fears him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him...all of humanity can choose to know this truth...everyone who believes in him will receive forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Gospel:  Matthew's Gospel 25 1-13

Kingdom of heaven as spoken in the Gospel is here and now.  When Christ rose and sent the Holy Spirit tot he Church at Pentecost, he also ushered in the Kingdom of God into the hearts and minds of the Apostles.  That is where we will experience God today.  The parable of the 10 virgin's illustrates the readiness of some people to the presence of the Kingdom and other not prepared...

