Baptism of the Lord

God the Father attests to the divinity of the Son at the moment of his baptism in the waters of the Jordan and, by this means, Jesus "manifested his glory, and his disciples believed in him." (Jn 2:11) Jesus is Messiah. 

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, the inauguration of Jesus’ public ministry as given in the Gospel of Luke. 

1. Attests to the Divinity of the Son

2. Inauguration of Jesus Public ministry.

Jesus wasn’t a sinner who came for a baptism of repentance like everybody else. 

1. Jesus was without sin

2. No need of repentance. 

3. His baptism is quite different in nature. 

4. It is a moment of approval and blessing.

5. Inauguration of a new phase in his life. 

We have noticed that Luke separates the baptism of Jesus from that of the people—he was baptized after them. Theirs was a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Luke separates the baptism of the people and the baptism of Jesus to emphasize the difference between them. He also places the descent of the Holy Spirit and the voice of the Father after a period of prayer by Jesus. It is made clear that these things are something specifically for him. His baptism is a baptism of quite a different order. It is the inauguration of his public ministry and the beginning of his proclamation of the Good News. 

The occasion of his baptism is similar to the Transfiguration which marked the movement from his ministry in Galilee to his journey up to Jerusalem to face his passion. At both these moments we hear the voice of the Father giving his approval in similar words. This is my Beloved Son. 

Our Baptism (different)

1. Remittance of sin

2. Membership into a community

3. Reception of the Holy Spirit

